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Pastor Dr. Andy DeWitt
Dear Church:
Lately I've been thinking about "faith." Faith, as defined in our culture, is believing something that you have no
evidence for or reasons to believe true. For many, faith is merely wishing for something to be true. So, is faith little more
than wishful thinking; believing that which has no support or evidence? Well, I think not.
In the New Testament "faith" is used in several ways. Sometimes it means belief, in other occurrences it refers to
doctrine, and still at other times it's used in the sense of a system of beliefs (e.g., the Christian Faith).
There is another way that faith is used that often is either not understood or simply neglected by professing Christians.
Faith is the conviction or certainty of belief. Jesus says that if someone says to a mountain to be moved into the sea, it will
happen.
22
And Jesus answered them, “Have faith in God.
23
Truly, I say to you, whoever says to this mountain, ‘Be taken up and thrown into the sea,’ and does not doubt in

his heart, but believes that what he says will come to pass, it will be done for him (Mark 11:22-23, ESV).
The book of Hebrews is helpful in understanding this. Chapter 11 is the "great roll call of faith." It's here that we
learn much about faith. For example, we have a definition of faith followed by examples of those that were faithful. Faith
is defined as: " Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen" (Hebrews 11:1 NKJV). It
"is" and not was nor will be. Faith is--it is something, that is, a substance. Later in this chapter, we find examples of people that were men and women of faith. For example: "By faith Noah, being warned by God concerning events as yet unseen, in reverent fear constructed an ark for the saving of his household. By this he condemned the world and became an
heir of the righteousness that comes by faith" (Hebrews 11:7 (ESV). The bottom line in the numerous examples that are
cited in chapter 11 is that biblical faith is followed by action--action before the event (as in Noah's case) happens or before
the promise is fulfilled (as in the case of Abraham and Sarah (11:8-12).
Yet, there is also a stern warning that Hebrews offers. Again, an example is used. The children of Israel were on
the threshold of the promise land, but because of their fear, they did not believe (have faith in God trustworthiness). The
result of this unbelief was that the entire generation died in the wilderness (with the exception of Joshua and Caleb). Hebrews 3:19 states: " Watch out, brothers, so that there won’t be in any of you an evil, unbelieving heart that departs from
the living God."
What am I saying in this brief treatment of faith? Primarily one thing: we need to go to Jesus and ask Him to increase our faith so that we can live it out before a world trapped in hopelessness. Maybe you should echo the appeal of the
anonymous man in Mark 9. Jesus says ". . . All things are possible for the one who believes" (23b). To which the man
responded, "I believe; help my unbelief" (24). Or, perhaps like this little girl who trusted her dad.
A friend tells of overhearing two little girls, playmates, who were counting over their pennies.
One said, "I have five pennies."
The other said, "I have ten."
"No," said the first little girl, "You have just five cents, the same as I."
"But," the second child quickly replied, "my father said that when he came home tonight, he would give me five
cents, and so I have ten cents." The child's faith gave her proof of that which she did not as yet see, and she counted it as
being already hers, because it had been already promised by her father.
Grace and peace,
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SUMMER FOR THE GOSPEL!
Reading through John
September 01 . . . . . . . . . John 1

September 11 . . . . . . . . . . John 11

September 02 . . . . . . . . . . John 2

September 12 . . . . . . . . . .John 12

September 03 . . . . . . . . . . John 3

September 13 . . . . . . . . . .John 13

September 04 . . . . . . . . . . John 4

September 14 . . . . . . . . . .John 14

September 05 . . . . . . . . . . John 5

September 15 . . . . . . . . . John 15

September 06 . . . . . . . . . . John 6

September 16. . . . . . . . . . John 16

September 07 . . . . . . . . . . John 7

September 17 . . . . . . . . . .John 17

September 08 . . . . . . . . . . John 8

September 18 . . . . . . . . . John 18

September 09 . . . . . . . . . . John 9

September 19 . . . . .. . . . . John 19

September 10 . . . . . . . . . . John 10

September 20 . . . . . . . . . John 20
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Library News/Trustees
Pilgrim's Progress is a great work of Christian literature. Originally composed in the 17th century, this spiritual allegory has entertained and delighted innumerous readers for over 300 years. Part I tells of "Christian" and
his journey to "Celestial City;" Part II tells of the journey of Christian's wife
Christiana and their children to Celestial City. The two parts work together
as a unified whole, which describes and depicts the believer's life and struggles. Indeed, given the easy style of the book, readers of all ages can understand the spiritual significance of the depictions in the story. However, Pilgrim's Progress does not simply instruct readers with spiritual allegories; it entertains them as well, through Bunyan's creative story telling. Enjoyable and spiritually instructive, Pilgrim's Progress is highly recommended.

Your Librarian
Sharon Dennis

In 1707, young Sarah Noble and her father traveled through the wilderness to build a
new home for their family. “Keep up your courage, Sarah Noble,” her mother had
said, but Sarah found that it was not always easy to feel brave inside. The dark woods
were full of animals and Indians, too, and Sarah was only eight!
The true story of Sarah’s journey is inspiring. And as she cares for her father and befriends her Indian neighbors, she learns that to be afraid and to be brave is the
greatest courage of all.

The New York Times Book Review described this book as one “to be long
remembered for its beautifully written simplicity and dignity.”

Trustees’ Report for September 2022
The trustees were busy in August completing the following projects. New batteries and new pads have been installed in
the AED units. These replacements must be done every couple of years. Painting has been done over the north exterior
sanctuary door. A water spicket has been replaced on the outside of room 101. The spicket shaft has been rounded and
getting difficult to turn on and off with a handle. The other two outside spickets will be fixed with the knob attached;
then all three spickets will have a keyed lock box attached to the wall covering them. A key will be issued to those who
need to use the spickets on a regular basis. For others who need access to the faucets, a key may be checked out in the
church office. The trustees are making inquiries concerning the ownership of the tree next to the highway on the west
parking lot. The tree has some dead limbs and some other limbs that are brushing the tops of tractor trailers traveling on
Route 50. The commercial kitchen range has been sold and replaced by two residential gas ranges with auto igniting
pilots. The church made $1 from the two transactions. The kitchen will stay cooler since pilot lights will not be burning
constantly. Energy and money will both be saved by not burning natural gas on sixteen pilot lights 24 hours a day and
by using less electricity by the refrigerator, since the compressor on the refrigerator will run less in a cooler kitchen. The
trustees are waiting on the digital sign to be installed. Like a lot of things in America today, the delay of the construction
of the sign has been the result of supply chain issues. The trustees will keep you informed on this issue.
As reported at the quarterly business meeting in August, preliminary studies are being made by the trustees concerning
new restrooms for the church. The project may be made in several stages. At present, the discussion is to move the
church library to the parlor and build a women’s restroom where the library is presently. Hopefully there would be four
larger stalls, which would include one handicap stall. This stall would meet ADA regulations. The present women’s restroom could become a family restroom with one handicap stall, a lavatory, a shower, and a baby changing station. The
shelves in the library would be used in the parlor for the books. Again, this discussion by the trustees is in the early stages and the final plans will be brought to the church for her approval or disapproval.
Dallas Bundy
Chairman of the Trustees
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Announcements/Thank You
“Under Your Will”
Coming to you with such love
in my heart and soul,
Washed white as snow by Your cleansing
blood, “Thank You” seems so simple.

He told them, “The harvest is
plentiful, but the workers are
few. Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out
workers into his harvest field.
Luke 10:2

Yet it’s all that’s needed , How very
precious You are to me.
Each moment, each heartbeat,
a miracle from You.
No words can describe the
depth of Your caring.
I’m under Your will, just where
I want to be.
Sincerity fills a Christian heart, as we
walk it, talk it to overflowing.
Thank You for every day of life upon
Earth, one day closer to homecoming.
What a day that will be!
Help us to repent, believe and prepare.

I’m under Your will, just where
I want to be.
Written by
Bev Smith

There’s Beauty in Everything
by Carrie Braden
I’m filled with awesome wonder at everything I seeSweet flowers in my garden
a golden autumn tree…
The bird’s song in the morning,
The sun high o’er the hill,
The water wheel that’s turning
Down by the old grist mill. . .
The children’s shouts of laughter
Out in the woods beyond,
To see the ducks all swimming
Down by the old mill pond . . .
The bright blue sky above me,
White clouds all drifting by. . .
I can’t quite comprehend it,
And yet so blest am I.
My world is filled with beauty,
My heart is filled with love.
So now I pause to praise Him
And lift my hands above
There’s beauty in everything
In big things and in small
So I must thank my Maker
For He hath made them all.
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DATE

GREETER

ON CALL

SECURITY

September 04

Tom Reed

Gerald Purcell

Dale Helpingstine

September 11

Gary Watson

Steve Smith

Myron Lloyd

September 18

Rick Meador

Greg Strother

Dallas Bundy

September 25

Steve Smith

Gary Watson

Mike Pugh

DATE

TEACHER

LESSONS

September 04

Deanna Buerster

Bible Flix-–The Part of the Story where
God saves Noah from the flood.

September 11

Deanna Buerster

Bible Flix—The story continues when
God split the Red Sea.

September 18

Deanna Buerster

Bible Flix—God’s story can’t even be
stopped by a Giant.

September 25

Deanna Buerster

Family Sunday—No Children’s Church

Nursery Volunteers
(Call the church office if you would like to serve)
September 04

Reha Lloyd

September 11

Annette Hardcastle

September 18

Sheri Peradotti

September 25

Janet Smith

DATE

VOLUNTEER

PIANIST

September 04

Ken Smith

Kathy King

September 11

Bev Smith

Lynette Wiedle

September 18

Karen Watson

Judy Bundy

September 25

Dale Helpingstine

Boom Box

Manor at Salem Woods - 441 Hotze Rd, Salem:
Faye Wood #204

Centralia Manor - 1910 E McCord St.
Barbara Phillips #103

Twin Willows—1600 N Broadway:
Donna Shoemaker

Odin Health and Rehab Center– 300 Green St.
Suzanne Pollard Carrie Braden Betty Canon

Doctor’s Nursing Home–1201 Hawthorn Rd.
Ila Westerman
Melody Webb

Cedarhurst of Centralia—1827 E. McCord St.
Ruby Chapman

Heritage Woods—2049 E McCord St., Centralia
Mary Anne Rollinson
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Women on Mission
Twenty three ladies enjoyed an indoor picnic for the August meeting. Steve Farley blessed the
group with his culinary skills on the grill. An abundance of delicious food completed the picnic
menu. The tables were decorated with a picnic theme and each lady present received a miniature
picnic basket. Following the meal, a time of prayer and missionary updates were presented.
Sixteen backpacks were prepared to be given to students at Hawthorn Elementary School.
Due to Labor Day, our monthly meeting will be on Monday, Sept. 12th at 6PM.
Our donations for Operation Christmas Child items for the month of September are small games,
toys with lights or sounds, play dough, small musical instruments and jump rope. Thank you so
much for all your donations!
The theme this year for our Illinois Baptist State Mission Offering is EACH Church a
missionary. Our church gool is $2000.00.
Blessings, Karen Watson
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September 18 . . . . .Registration/First Club
September 25 . . . . .Regular Club

5:00—7:00PM
Sunday Nights

FOLLOWING HIM
IN 2022
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2022
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

FOLLOWING
Following Him
HIM IN 2022
In 2022

4

5

6

5PM Church
Council Mtg.
6PM State of SBC
Driven Youth
11

12

5PM Leadership
Team Mtg.

13

Woman on Mission 6PM

6PM State of SBC

American Heritage
Driven Youth Girls 5:30-7:30PM

18

Awana 5-7PM

1

Friday
3

9

10

Orientation for
Women’s Inductive Bible
Study 9AM and
6PM

7
Wee Learn & Play
begins today.
6PM Bible Study
CIA
Praise Team
Rehearsal .

8

14

15

Women’s Inductive Bible
Study
9AM/6PM class

Operation
Christmas
Child Workshop 10—12.

16

17

6PM Bible Study
CIA
Praise Team
Rehearsal
7PM Deacon’s Mtg.

Women’s Inductive Bible
Study
9AM/6PM class

24

20

21
6PM Bible Study
CIA
Praise Team
Rehearsal

22
23
Women’s Inductive Bible
Study
9AM/6PM class
Throwback
Thursday
6-8PM

26

27

28
2PM Manor @ the
Woods
6PM Bible Study
CIA
Praise Team
Rehearsal

29

American Heritage
Girls 5:30-7:30PM

Jeannine Richards
Narissa Sum
Ryne Shelton
Kelly Wood
Donald Austin
Joel Buerster
Carla Petty
Mike Watson
Troy Keele
Lois Dodson-Nattier
Debbie Pugh
Abigail Dice
June Lowry
Amanda Shockley
Dallas Bundy
Sarah Dice

September
September
September
September
September
September
September
September
September
September
September
September
September
September
September
September

04
05
07
07
08
08
08
08
09
12
12
13
14
14
15
16

Saturday

2

19

Awana Starts
5-7PM

25

Thursday

30

Women’s Inductive Bible
Study
9AM/6PM class

Amanda Hanes
Chloe Oziemkiewicz
Mary Anne Rollinson
Daniel Jr. Luttrell
Keaton See
Carl Spence
Darren Becker
Sheri Peradotti
Jack Woods
Brian Piper
Brylee Hanes
Vernon Wiedle
Twila Kincaid
Carson Smith
Barbara Phillips

September
September
September
September
September
September
September
September
September
September
September
September
September
September
September

16
16
19
20
20
21
22
22
24
25
26
26
28
28
29

Phone: 618-548-4060
Fax: 618-548-6039
Website: Salemfbc.org
Facebook: Salem First Baptist
Church

Join Us . . .
Sundays

Our Vision

8:30 –9:20 AM

The vision of Salem First Baptist Church is to become a growing family

In the
Fellowship Hall

of committed believers with an increasing
•Passion for God

•Passion for People

We serve bagels with
cream cheese, donuts,
fresh fruit, coffee, juice
and milk.

•Passion to Serve

Office Hours
Monday—Thursday
9:00 to 4:00
Closed 12:00 to 1:00
for lunch
Friday 9:00—12:00

Wednesday Evening
4:45 PM

Women’s Chronological
Bible Study

5:30—6PM Media Center Open
6:00 PM

Adult Bible Study
Praise Team Rehearsal
Children in Action

Sunday Morning and Evening
8:30—9:20 AM

Café Agape - Donuts & Coffee

9:00—9:30 AM

Media Center Open

9:30 AM
10:45 AM
5:00-7:00 PM
6:00 PM

Life Groups for All Ages
Morning Worship
Awana (Starting Sept. 18th)
Driven Youth Meeting
History & Issues of SBC

